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THIS MOl\'Tll 'S SPEC IAL 

2 ,000 pre -war Film Journa ls - l'ilm Wee kly , P1eturegocr, 
Pic•cre Show. Rad10 P1ctOl!al, F•lm Pictorial . Pict: res, 
P~cru1egoet monthly, SammeT Anm1als and ')th£r malen al; 
some trt bound Volumes. Most cf rhe sjngle <..np,e~ · 75p 
eac h. 

Some mo r<' Fil m Fun an d K;nema Comic, 1920 ' s and .lO's. n . 'ill e• c-h al s'> b<>und ,·ol" mes , 

Th0usand :., of Boys ' pape te Com ic s, Annu~l s , bo•Jnd 
VC"iumes, er t.. 

Gw e )iOUr sell a real treat qr,d come and ~ee. my "Alad di n's 
Cavt.' ' , hut please ri ng or wrue fast . You'U t:f'! amazt<l~ 

Please cha se me fo r out sr.andmg wanlS , 1 t ry and keep up 
with ord er s a nd co rre spondence , bu1 get a bi1 "bo gged 
down" at times . 
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84 BELVE DERE ROAD 
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Nean ' St Statio n · B. R. Crys tal Palac e 
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FASHIONS CHANGE 

We have a lready menu oned 1ha1 our popular conrnbu tor. Roger 
Jenkin s. 1s in r emi nis cent mood rn the for thcoming Annual. In one part 
of hi s artic le he re late s, in his us ual entertain ing sty le, how he was 
" had" by a couple or swmdler s. m the ea rl y day s or the hobby . T rue , 
he was not ac tuall y swindle d out of l:as h . hut he dJd make r.i.•o ve r y long 
raxi journey s a s the res ult of the acuv irics of two shoddy twi s ter s with 
their mu ltipli ciry of arris toc rat k alii:lse s . 

That type of c rook seems la q ..,<ely 10 he non ·ex i stent today . 
i\:obody knows j ust how many in nocent people they swind led . bUl they, 

a nd others lik e them, banked on the mten se year ning that exis ted , thi rty 
year s abro, among a g roup of enthusiasts who desired. above everything , 
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to ob la1n copie s ni old papers containing Hamil ton's earlier work , 
recalled often from you thful days . The d1ddlers found their dupes mai nly 
among hopeful co llectors who advertise d in "Exc hange & Ma rt". A 
soggesuon of a large co ll e c tion at a baq,ra1n price, and the gulli ble we re 
hoo ked . It must be adm itted that the swind led, very ofte n, had only 
the m selves to blam e , tripping over their own avidi ty wi t h the,r tongues 
ha ng ing out.. 

Th ose desperate ly-earnest collectors have long been a thi ng of 
the past, possibly be ca use today' s pr ices ma ke the assembli ng of a 
large, comp lete collecti on just a pipe dream for a ll but t he wealthy. 
AOO the crue l S\\'indle r s died out with them , as there were no pigeons 
le ft to plu ck . 

The la te Herbert Leckeny played a big pa rt 1n putt.mg behi nd bars 
tht chea t s to whi ch Mr. Je nkins refe rs 1n his articlP ~ But duri ng the 
Six t ies the r e we re a few pe tty thieves, out to cheat and def raud t he 
innocents a mong us . Some of the tr ic ks one or two of them got up to 

wo uld make quite a star tli ng articl e . In that dec ade there were some 
dea lers of ver y q ue stionab le ac tivit ies , The y got a bad na me for those 
who were stra ight as a die . Down the years 1 have had hundreds of 
reports from read e rs . I don 't take eve ry sing le letter as gospel, for 
I am we ll aware that there are shifty custo mers a s we ll as rum my 
deal ers . But when one na me crops up in lene r s fro m diffe re nt read e rs, 
the n it is clear wher e the wind li es. 

In the pa st fi fte en years 1 have thr own out fr om ou r subscri ption 
li st qui te a few dealers who we re noth ing but out-and -out t hieves . And 
whe n I tol d them that C. D. wou ld no longer be comi ng to them, they 
changed fro m shallow exc uses to pa t het ic p leading, sh eer abuse, a nd 
threats . But our they went. 1t is some years now s ince I was last 
informed of a bit of s har p pr actice o r trickery on the part of a shady 
dea ler. 

As fa r as 1 am able , 1 will not supp ly our magazine to anyone o f 
dubious reputation , and l also avoid, if J ca n , tho se whose i nteres t :; are 
me r ely pr o fessional . 

So far as l can see, dea le r s today, and espec ia lly those who 
advert i se in this magazi ne . have high reputatio ns . One ttung we no 
longer see , a curse for a time . was the dea ler who stam ped his own 
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advert.i.srng over the cnver~ and intenors ot the old papers . I hav<:, -;;;- · 

my collection, plen,y of copies wh"h were permanen1Jy sea ired by rhe 

ad,•ew smg method s of the late 111.11 Alarun But Mr. Man;n was by no 

means the only one. " From the colJecuon of Granville Warne" one f,ncl!: 

as an unwelcome announcement on hundreds of periodi cals , and even the 

latP ded ;ca 1ed John Medcrafl was no, abo,-e trymg to perpetuate his own 

name rn ttus ..vay And there were other~. 

No dealer would get away wllh thal so, t of thlng for long now 

At le,tst, we hope not. 

WE ONL Y ARSK: 

In an Addre ss, wrilten by C. 0 . reader Raymond L,ster for the 

Private Libraries Associauon - an address which ts repnnted in a 

recent Iloward Baker publica11on · the author state s thal Cha rl es 

Ham1hon a11end~d Thorn~ House School , Ealrng , as a pl'p•l. Mr L1stet 

got n from &.n arucle which appt-ared a good many vca rs back , so he 

tc llf us . so he does not wJJtC:: from ftrst-hand knowledge. 

Can we accep1 u as gos pel that the author was at Thorne House , 

or H 15 ct b 1 oi a~sump'"...100 wh.:.ch dec.Jdes that . as 1here wa,;; sut ha 

sch')Ol Ham1l::on ma', have attPnded 111 Merely as a po~nt of lf'ILPreH 

we asked tr before · and we at-k u agarnv 1 wouJd IJke to know whether 

there i.9 ~ny proo f. It 1,:,-go:ng on for 90 years si.nce Ham1lton wa!:-at 

sc~ool . and a .sePm.s most unW<eJy thal any of h.Js contemp<>rarics there 

can havr t,een about for a long, long •1me past . It seems improbable 

1hat reg!O,tPr:-:, nParly a c£ n1ury oldi (rom some small pnvat e school, 

arP sun ava,table fot reference . And, even rn a closely - knit famlly, 

peop,< ar<" us•1ally su rpu sl ngly ignoran t of where and how their elderly 

re la ,.,_vc ~ wt nt ro school. 

Ttwre seems no rea son why Ham i lton should 001 have mentioned 

rha.t he on ... P. a1tended a wonh y estabh shment - we assume tha• ll was 

worth y: • like Thorn, House School. but he never ever mentioned !I , 

Maybe he though, JI was n'>ne of our business. 

!!i!::~~'l'MAL 

Along wuh R,,ge r Jenktns m this year' s Annual you will find 

Maw Jct Tr usro tt tlunkmg over "adult" sc hool stories; Mary Cadogan 
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lets us spend some pleasa nt ti me with her favourite tom boys; Les 
Rowley remi nisce nces in his own i nimit.able style; Jo hn Bndgwater 
re flects over his S..xtnn Blake sc rapboo k; Jim Cook le ts us join him at 
St . Fra nJ(s, and Bill Loft s has a look at one of ed1tor 1-iimon's papers 
a ft"r he lef L 11te A. P. Any amoun t of r1'aders a re kind enoug h to lik e 
ou r old friend, Mr . Buddl e, a nd he is back this year in an adventure 
e ntit led "T he Boy Wuh a Lantern" . That wonder ful arti st, Henry We bb . 
has drawn our lovely cove r. And. of course, there a re other items too 
numerou s ro li s• , Have you ordered your Annual yet ? 

T HE EDITOR 

•¥ . . . ........ . .. . . . .. ... .... .. .. .. . . 

THE WORLD OF FRANK RICHARDS 

By agr eement with a ll co ncerned , the foll owing stic ker 
is bei ng plac ed in unso ld co pies of this book: 

"The au tho rs wi s h to ac knowledge their indebtedness to 
Roger Jenk ins' ar ticles pub lishe d in Coll ectors' Diges t 
and e l sew here, particu lar ly those co nce rn ed with details 
of Char les Ha milton' s domesti c a ffairs . " 

~ ror binding, good copies of Magnet numbers: 1553, 1536, 1535, 1481, J467, 
1464, 1463, 1462, 1455, 1453, 1450, 144 6, 1444, !4 43, 1442 , 1441. 1440, 1438, 1426 , 

1422, 1395 , 1394 , 1393, 13!,2 , 1391, 1390, !323, 1320 , 1296 , 1290, 1287, 1286, 1281, 
1065. Many posr-193 4 c opi es for exc hange or ~Ul buy. Can ;i.nyonp hfip ? Write to :-

RTCHARD JACKSON, 16 NEWLANDS ROAD, GLASGOW G43 2JB . 

. ................... ,,,. .. .......... *"'"' ,;,_"' . ... .... ,,,.. "'"' " * 
VINTAGE. PERIODICALS: AU Types ( 1920 - 1950), l ndud ing c hlfdren 1s. Bought . Sold -
Exchang ed . 

JAC K PARKHOUS E, 74 TI-IE OVAL, BA 11-1, AVON, BA.2 2HE. Tel. 0225 324 2 
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NOVEMBER 1925 Dannys Diar.1 
Much-LOved Queen Alexa ndra has died . She was suddenly taken 

· ll w,th a heart arra ck at Sand rrngt.am on 19th November . an<! died <arl y 

the next day. l ie r funera l took pla ce on the 27th, and all Londo,, ihc,11e, 

were do sed as a mark of respec1. Queein Alf'xa ndra lfav es a las1~ng 

memory of hE<Self :n rhe Alexandra Rose Da~ foe hosp ,•al s ,n Ma} , She 

wnrktd hard !OI ~hanru ::s, a11d esper-.•alt\ 101 the hospn ats. 

:-.:Ot muc n •n the Sr.hoolro ys' Own Library this month. ' Football 

llcroes" ,s a sports s to ry a bout ye, anoth e r Cup at Greyfr,ars , and 

"Rebellion at St . l!iddy ' s" 1s by Michael Poole , an aut hor that some o i 

our chap• hke but l don' t . 
Fairly good Rookwood month in the IJoys ' Fr iend . "The Filth at 

RookwoOd" 1s e ntenam~ ng bur qu:te famili a r ,n a way. T he Classic 

junior s make a guy of Mr. Manders, and t he Modern s, •hough they dete st 

Mander e. Jeap ro 1he~r master's defe'lce. 
Then a series about rhe arrival of Marcus Manders, rhe nephew 

<>f Mr. Manders. It •s so completely a copy of the llanholomew Ratchff 

senes ,n rhe Gem that a reader fee ls hP. has bee n thro ugh it a ll beiorc. 

Titles so la, m •he seri ~s: "The Snea k" , "Senr 10 Coventry". and "Too 

M\JC'h Mander s11
• 

:'I subma rine has been lost out m the Ariantic. The M. l . dis

appeared a, sea and all 68 men on board have been lost. 

Supers ti tious fear has cre pt throu gh Si . Fr a nk's, as the re su lt of 

t~< c ' m;ng of Ezra Quir ke. a boy who seems ro have occ ult powers . 

(]u•rk e ,as W"" a large following, but those who distru st him have formed 

them s~lw a i nto a socie ty w~,ich they call "The Thirteen Club'' in the 

0p<>n: ng tale of the mon,h . But s t ran ge things hap pen to ,hose who 

oppoS<. ~,n r ke . 
1n "fht' ll nlrnowo Hantl" , tle'-eral strange things occur .. a settee 

n ,ar ~ ,, rhe air and tiu irke disa pp<'ars from a cabi ne t, These may be 

ctr..,,. r tilu s10ns, hu1 the m}'s tery dee pens over the old school. 

Mor e rema r ka ble ttun gs happen next week i n "The Haunted For m

Rc,om''. and rtir reader. as well as the boys of St. Fran k' s , wonders whar 



Page 8 

.1s ))ehLnd J t a ll . Very weir d and f"xc.;., , og . 
Nippe r , Pirra nd some oth Prs have formed them ~elves j mo a 

Compact c,f r efl , a nd the y se r N.11 10 expo se Qu i rke as ~ c.hear ~ Na.pole.on 
Browne i s a T•va ! ma g1c 1an , hul hf' admits rhat hj s 1ncks a r e done by 
ordi nary 11111:s t<Hl S and are not due to .!J.ny1h.1ng s uJ)'~rnatural. lxl l at the 
~nd o f t.hJ E raic- , ,;T he Ce lla1· of Sec1e t s " , Q ui r kt=; t& s ull on top 

A new book ha s co m e OIIL pn cect One Sh11Jing. It i & to be a 

monrla y and , l 1& called the Monster L1bra 1·y . It deal s wil h the early . 
s,. Fra nk 's ad venrure s, rn book for m . and No. l 1s .. The Schoo lboy 

Treasu re Seeker s" .. 
A 1 1h 1; p.:crnr es thl s momh we have seen Conan Doylt' s "T he Los1 

wo rld " s •.arr : ng Walla ce Beery, lles s i<, Love and Llo yd Stone , Bebe 
Daruel s in " Miss Bluebeard "; Rudo lph Valentino in "A Sainted Devil"; 
Jac k1e Coogan in "Th e Ragma n", 11us te r KeaLOn i n "S evPn Chances " ; a nd 
Joh n G1lbe r1 a nd Norma Shearer m "The Sno b" , 

The ex ce lle nt ser~es cori ce cnin g the feud between Winga te and 
Lode r (wH h Wini,.ate ha ndi capped owing to the bad beha YIOur ot hls mm or ) 
continues 10 the Magn e t. ln "The Captain' s E lectio n" . Loder becomes 
the Head Pre fect of Gr eyfriars . But he got the j ob th rough tr!c kery . 
The nex t s ,ory " T he Whi.p Hand'. show& power go ing•.<> Loder's head , 11.1; 
an i mosi ry agains t some of the 1uniors i n<..rease s a nd tu.s feud w.1.th 
Wingate be come s even mo re bitte r . 

In ··capta i n a nd T y-rant ", Wl n&.,a.te haJ to uend over and take S'.x 
from Lode r ' s ca ne a And ,n th e la s t of the month , '' The Wor=,r Form a t 
Gr ey fridr s " Lode r come s up against the Remov e w!.th a vengean ce . 
And, des p.:.re his Jo f'.)' pos1uon , Loder does rio• ge t 1tu ngs aH lu s own way . 

A new exten s ion of the London Under g round Rai lway ha5 open ed . 
Ir runs from Baker Stree t to Watfor d . 

T he Gem' s opening ta lP IS ··c ardew' s Big Bluff" . A we ,r d and 
wonderful m1x -up whi c h only a moLher could love . But then came a 
couple o f r f'a l winn ers , "T ri mbl e Tens ·.he Tru th" and ' 'Too Good for 
St . Jim ' s" , To m Merry &Co. have t!"1ed, Cora longu me . 10 refo 1m 
Trimble, a nd a t las, they succeed . Bur they fi nd , co 1he1.r cost , that 
Trim ble 1elhng t he tr uth and be mg p10us 1s muc.h , much w or se t han the 
old Trimb lea Two sto r ies whi ch are a r ea l joy from start to fini sh~ 

Final o f the month, "Gussy the Motoris t" rn whic h Guss y . by 
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ac..cident at an av.ction sal e, buys a car fo r fon y bob A nd Guss)' dn ves 
lJke the w:nd and c ra s hes into che c.ar of som e rtueves who aff· geu rng 
away with the swag s rolen fr om a Ma1or Sla mmer , Take s some 
swallowmg , eve n i f you can get ll down a t all . 

(EDilO RJAI COMMENT S,0 , L, Ne-. 19 "f 001b;;1l\ Herou '' se ems to h . .avc Jppea,e J Cn.l\ i n 

the librar y Ir tc.!b of \"26ous games. fe r the Pub l.i, · Schoo ls Cup , and is a s 1cJ.icw: as a U suer. 

t;;1Jes h .1etms ptobabt e that 1h~ sub wnter ,:Nice med 1.ame up with this one for the M.a guc r , 

and :..s masses <'f suc.h yarns had appea red ln rec en: ye a 1"S, 1t wJs f ,.h th at Magnet read eis c.oWd 

not sta nd a nm he, dose , S" it was swi!ched dirKI inio the S, 0 I , Act uall y, t here we, e. lo ts c.f 

rild tales of thu type 111 the ~fagn el , ha d the edito r w.anted to ,epnn t or,e, a nd there WJS a !i, , 

the gum 8. F L. "FootbalJ Champions" :,f 1919, which mig ht ha ve been used ,n .1 µd.:.St'.c 

m->ment . But No. 19 was a dve rt ised as "new", a nd a ppa tentiv it was No. 20 wu "Rebellion 

al St. Bi ddy ' s" . slam::.g :.1 sc hoolbov scler.tist nkh namPd C1g\am ps . by Mic hae l POC1le, who 

had t.i1 fa ns. ) 

• .. • • • " • .. Ao: .. • ... • • • - • "' • 9 • 

~LAKfANA 
condu cted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Thi s month sees not only the re rurn of one of our ea r lier 
contr ibutors - Vic Colby, but a l so that of a new one. Terr y has been 
inte res ted m Sexton Blak e for some time now and this 1s hi s fi rs t 
contr ibuuon to Blak1ana . l hope n won' t be the la s t, It gives me grea t 
pleas ure to introdu ce a new wnt e r so perhap s l can expe c t a sm all 
co mr.:.buuon from s ome othe r Blake fans who have not so far written any
th rng a bout their favourite dete c tive. So make this effort a r es olution 
for the coming year , 

TH E SECRET by Ter ry Beenham 

Yr·lJ a r e ensconced m a low easy chair rn front oi a bri ght fire on 
a wrnter' s eve ning, You have before you G , H. Teed' s la test my s tery 
thriiler "Th~ Secre t' · (U J. No, 14S2 and ava ilable from the 0 . ll, 8. C . 
L~brarv ). I f )O LI a l € a love r of top -c las s de tec t.ive st.ones you a re in 
100 • •te a• G. H. T<'ed had the real li fe experi ence and gift of 
f' xp n-5 1-}nn ~n ..vnung rha t is uniqu e. He 1s acknow ledged by many as 
the r., ... - re r ~ 

Tht" front co ve r ls eye cat chi ng and when fir st on the tx>oks tall s 
··- - -- - - ··-----
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mus t hav e sumu lat E-d 1nrerest . Blake is shown a s an unseen observer 
r.o a hold up at the e nd of a shadowy tunnel, The rolo urs a re red and 
vario us s hade s of b lue . 

So now into tt'ie s rory which af ter a suitable Jntroduc 1.ory c hapter 
or two i s ser m and aro und the grou nd~ of a p1cturfl:sqUP. Suffolk manor 
hou se . The new heir to the e s tate meet s trotJble m try ing to take up 
resi den ce and Sexton make is ca ll ed 1n to rake up the case . 

The ac tion that take s place inc reases jn tempo and culminate s 111 

a pi tc hed gun battle . Altho ugh the c 1ook s are brou ght to book Sex ton 
Bla ke su ll ha s 10 d 1,c over the Sec re t. The knowledge tha t a sec ret 
cxi sced or wa s belie"ed to ex JSI had bee n wi th the family for ge nera tionej 
rn faL'.t a notebOOk was ava il able record1 ng the resea rc h carri ed out. 
Th.is was examrned and added to by eac h succe eding generatio n. 

Sexton Olakr-! read s the noLCS and sets ouc 10 solve the puzzl e . 
l s "The Secr e t'' ro be found be lund a se1.~ret pane l n1 the lib ra ry or 1n the 
vici ni ty of the old fire place or somewhere else? What is "Th e Secret "? 

!f you are intere s ted in finding o ut then why not obtain a copy of 
the Union Jack and le t the pen ofG. H. Tee d ent e n am you a nd finally 
reveal "The Secre t" . 

OH: JOLLY GOOD SHOW, SIR: by Vic Col by 

Duri ng the fir st World War, a n is s ue of the Boys' Fr ie nd Li brary 
(No . 433) appeared, co ntaini ng s ix ty pages , and althou gh the s iz e was 
s imilar to the S. ll. L's of that period, this issu e was hinged at the s hort 
end. The tit le of the story was " In the Hand s of the Head Hunter s " by 
Cec il Hayter . It was sta ted to be a magni fice nt s tory of adve ntu r e, 
introdu cing Sex ton Blake , Ti nker, Sir Ric hard Losely and Loban gu. 
T he who le action of story was pla yed out in the rugged mountainous 
country of New Gui nea. it was the fact that at that t1me, the 1nte rio r of 
New Guin ea was unknown tha t ac ted as a chall enge to Sir Rich ard Losely 
co rem edy this si tuation . 

Wht n ht: f.i.n H appeare<l ~nth.i s ~tvr y , Rk hard , known as ''Spots '' 
Lose ly, was cl ad onl y ma flannel singiet. an old pa ir of flannel short s 
a nd a pair of nall -stud de d boots fro m whl ch most of the nails w~re 
miss ing. He was soak ing wer through and ch illed to 1he bone . He wa s 
also ex tr eme ly unkem pt and unshaven . 
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A rrlved a t la st back at his cam p, Spots was amazed 10 see a 
smalh sh buil t man, sea ted on a store -box , rifle acros s his knees. 
smo king one or a number of Spots Losely's cigarettes , to wluch he had 
helped h,mself . He was dr essed rn well worn , but clean duck , with a 
scarf. the colours of which see med familia r to Spots. knotted loosely 
round his neck. He rose leisurely . 

"Mornin g" he said, "I must apolog ise, Sir Richa rd , saw your 
name on your boxes. Most infernal cheek on my pan . After smoking 
nothing e lse but native trash for a couple o f years. I c..ouldn't res ist 
hel ping myse lf to your c,garenes , My name ts Errol by the way, " 
"An old Radlecan , by those colours" sa id S1r Richa rd, "I knew •hat scarf 
was famil ia r so mehow , " ''By jove : Do you know the old place?" "Been 
over there once nr rw,re . I was a1 Eron myself , We used to row yo1J 
on the Ladies ar Henley. " Er rol gri!lned ''You were too big a 
propt>s:.r.:.on, but we madP you hustle at time s. " "Tur ned out some JOily 
smart r.rewb, I sa). what about so me tiffin? Old Lcbangu here , 1s a 
top hole cook and thi s is an occasion . By rummaging around 1ve might 
find a s1ray bottl e of F1zzy wine among the stores , " 

"Champagne , ye gods: What a sybarite : I never expecte d to 
taste s uch things agarn . Chuck me another of those c igare tte s and I'll 
belie ve I am in Paradise:" 

Errol expla ined that he and a partner had had a biggish plantation 
nearby, but during his abse nce recruiti ng labour , the head · hunting 
Doriri na tives had s tamped the place fiat, murdered his partner and a 
score or so of his native boys, the rest having fled into the bush. 
Erro l had lost everythi ng except for his cash box and his cbache of guns 
and am m un_itJ.on whi.ch were stored in a ce llar under the house, and some 
other odds and e nds . He then established himself in an old cave high 
up on the mountams hunting for the pot, dete rmined to re main there 
until he had squared accounts with the Doriri by kill rng 100 of them . 
H1.s score was then 79. 

Errol cook Spots to Jus cave home, and Lhen regaled him wlth a 
yarn of which he wanted to test the truth with Spots' as sis tance. 

[! was a yarn about a Jong-forgotten, h.ighly civili sed people , 
who ai one time bosse d the whole ins ide of the isl and, back before the 
Pyrami ds were thought of. They were s upposed to have been a sa llow· 
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s kinn ed ra ce. Some held that they were an off -shoo , of the Chrnese, 
some tha t they cam e from Bornf..oway, and others tha t t hey had their 
ong1 n 1n the Incas of Peru . The yarn goes on co say th.al somewhe re 
among st thes<" IJ.g mountai ns these people had bui l t themse l ves a great 
whue scone (lly w11h a grea t Te mple 1n the m,.dst packed w!th treasure · . 
Errol 's pa r rne r had gl ,mpsed the ci ty duri ng his furt hest wanderings bur. 
was unab le to go on and explore lt. Misfortune had dogged Errol 's 
heels whenever lie had al tempted 10 foll ow up tus dead partne r's d!s cover ::,. 

Spots wab full o f enthu siasm for 1he pr0je ct. wanung co s tan 
befo .re sun··up~ M ea nwhile he would :.end a note by na1!ve bo)' to rhe 
,oast 10 mee t Sexton Blake and ri nker who had been in Austra l ia and had 
agre ed to catch up wi th Spors later jn New Gume..a. 

We ll . the ex pedit ion bega n. The y c ro sse d the swamp s wi th 
difficu l t.)', having LO pull ea ch other out wheuP.ver a ialse s tep waB take n. 
Fli es . mosq!Jito es and a venomous bree d of horsefly attac ked them in 
battali ons and d rov ~ t hem fran1 1c. They were set upon by the Donri 
and a savage fig ht ensued wi th loss of life amon gst Err o l 's beare r s, a s 
we ll as among the Dorri ri, the latter bei ng put to flight , The routed 
Doriri sent up a smo ke signal for ass ita nce . so Spots and Co. had to 
move on smar tly while time remained . 

To be conti nued 

GOOD OLD SEXT ON BLAKE: by J . E . M. 

The request from corresponden ts for so met hing co ntrove rsia l i n 
Blak iana was granted wit h a vengeanc e in September 's C. D. Mr. Martin 
Th omas' s s izz li ng polemi c on the dec line and fa ll of Sexton Blake is 
bound to raise a few hackles , though its fac ts seem undeniable and its 
opi nions, for the most part, hard to refu te . 

It is , for ins ta nce, valua ble to bE r emind ed that the rot probabl y 
se t in many years befo re the 'New Look' Blake - several year s i ndeed 
befo re World War Two - and, of co urse. one ..:an s pecu late e ndle ss ly on 
the rea son s for this. On Mr . Thom a s's evidence, Blake fir s, bega n ,o 
lose his appeal dur ing the worl d eco nomic. c.ns1s of 1929- 32, Perha ps 
this is s igruhcant , for it wa s a period which affec ted more than the 
finances of Europe and Amer ica . F1cu on tO'ik ma ny new 1Urns a r chis 
tim e, and we cer ta inly saw a new s tyle o f cn me wr iting in the rough, 



real. :stJc , 's oc ;.ally aware' nove-ls of Dastuell llammet1 and his man;, 
;m i rators . 

ln rhe olde r form s of detective s tor y , espe ci aUy rn the 'd ass,c ' 
tale,g of Sherlock Holme s and SE>xton Blake, soc ial Lss ucs were usuaUy 
s .,mple . Moralit y and JUSllc.e were served not only by our he1oes but . 

Jn gt;nPral, by an incorr uptible s ta1e and !ts Jaws. This p1crnre of 
cri m e fjghting wa s torn to s hred s by the Hamm en s chool of wruers who 
de p1ctt:d a world m whi ch the offi c tdl gt1ard1ans of order · ev en 'o!.de r' 
Jtsel f - wfre not alwa ys what they seem ed 4 Corru pt1on ofren em bra c.ed 
bcrh s:Jdes rn the crun e battle. Wharever the mern s of th.ts approach , 
, , dealt a h{:ity blow rn rhe si mple good-versus ·e vil com est represe nted 
by the Holme s and Jllake type of s tory , 

Mr. Thomas sugb>ests that Conan Doyle had he surv :ved, would 
have kcp• h,s hero up to date . But even Doyle could hardl v have turned 
Holmes mto a Sam SpadP or a Philip Marlowe (su ll less a Mike Hammer ') 
Like Sexton Bl,ke , Holmes was ue d to ,he amo,enc~ oJ dn age wh!ch . by 
the late 1920's, had gone for good. H the Holme s saga ,s su ll popular . 
H is sure ly because its reader s are ma krng a conscious es cape m co a 
cosy (1( somewhat unr ea l) past , No true Holmes enthus iast would want 
to read about a jet- proP" lled Sherlock or a space-age Watson : 

l beEeve it is the same with most Blake fans . Thos e of us who 
prefer the 'old' Ulake to the 'new' (and in this regard, I very much share 
Mrs. l"dckman's tas te) have just got to face the slmp le truth that our 
enjoyment Js large ly an exercise in pure nostalgia . And what' s wrong 
with that' We want to r eturn to that fog-bound Baker Street, to a 
Mrs , Bardell in bombazine, to that bras s fender Mr. Thomas mentions . 
We don ' t· reall y want a Blake who would be at home in t he world of Mike 
Hamme r or Jame s Bond and · let's admit it · if the 'New Look' Blake of 
the Fift ie s had become a great success, we would probably have grown 
to hate or Jeast to reje ct him , 

To repe at Mr. Thomas's metaphor. Sexto n Blake was a doomed 
pat ,ent whose life was a r11f1c1ally prolonged for many year s . It looks 
ae 1f the date of Blake's ' natural' death was soon after 1930 and it is in 
the memory of an eJ)O\.h which ended then that many Blak.ians continue to 
find 1 heir 'real ' hero . 

' ... .. . . . ,. .. .. . . " ...... . .......... . 
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Nelson Le.e Column 
TH E DOWN FALL or NIPPER by William L1.s1er 

A peep inside the covers of the "Conc i se Oxford OJCtJonary" 
revea ls 1ha1 the word "downfa ll " cou ld a ppl y ro a "g reat fall of ram" o r 
"a fall from pro speruy" or si mpl y "ru,n" , 

The meani ng of the word , m the case ot Ntpper's downfall, I 
have no doubt i s " r ujn". There 1s alwa yC' thP pt"Sf'ibillty t hat to fali 
from pr0 spe r i.ry lOuld mean that you are ruint>d. Howeve r 1i vou have 
nor be en particu lar ly pr osperous h would appear that ynu co i.:ld sU II be 
rui ned. The ruJ.n rn this case referrrng to the. rwn of your good name. 
Jc is important that you grasp Lhis. The whole forc e oi t.tus awcle 
dept,nds on it . 

Now, one co uld speak of the downfalJ of H1tler or Mussolini or oi 
Stalln and as these ge ntlemen had no parti cular morals to s peak of, 
their downfall muist hav e meant a fall from prosperity , 

Turn with me to the page s of "T he Sneak's Paradise" by Edwy 
Searles llrooks, (April 1929) . You w1ll r ead of a downfall that could 
have le d to the ruin of a young man's li fe . Th e young man wa s no other 
but Nipper of Sr. Fr ank 's Remove . Thou gh this 1s a se rie s of four 
under the heading " Th e Sneak' s Paradi se", the thlr d in the se rie s has 
the title "The Downfall of Nipper". It is t his sneaking business that 
leads to Nippe r's downfall. 

Dr. Morriso n Nicholls, temporary head of St. Fran k's, is the 
cause o f it a ll. Dr. Nicho ll s has a poli cy that is nasty. He encourag,, s 
s neaks. A pohcy tha t in after year s wa s adopted by nations li ke Russia 
a nd countrie s lik e Albania . He got the boys of St. Frank 's to "te ll " on 
their fe llo ws. 

Chap s llkP Gore - Pear ce, Gul!Jv<>r and llell were in their element . 
T he y were s nea ks and St . Frank's became a "parad ise" f()r the m , 
Dece nt c haps JJ.ke Nipper and Handforth were looked down on if the y 
refu sed ro "s pin" on anvbody. 

Co mpare thi s . if you wi ll , with the s ystem of the Hi tler regime , 
how the Nazi yourh betrayed thf>ir own par ents ro 1he party~ Co ns1der 
the Communi st countries where the same th.mg applJ.t:.;;; w ttu ,.:: day4 To 



'1sn@ak" on rour pa.re m s, wor kma tes , tea chen, or re l1g,ous 1ns tJ1Jcro1s 
or E'vf'n your c h: ld ren 1~ to ga rn r.h..- "well ·dnn€ " nf yoor sno ery The 
wfl')1P Commuru sr mo\'ement 1~ a s neak 's parad Jse I don ' t see h"w a 
I\J1.pp€r or a Handton h l'C'uH.I Pve1 bf-l0ng 10 u , 1h,,ugh .!.I would appt-al to 
the Gor e ·Pr:a.:-ces , ,~ GuJll ver s the Btll ~ 

In my sthoo tday s. sne a k~ were "our' ' If anyonf' ~neak ed wt 

u~ed ro starid a 101.anrl and e rng "T~ll ta le tn, tPil·talc til , c.ur out you r 
1ongue 'lnd let every Utrlf. dog in town have a bit' ' , or words ro 1.l..a1 
eff f»Cl. When you get to six ty , me mory gtt s th.Jnne1. 

Toda y whole nauo ns a r e oppre sse d by Those who sne ak 10 rhe l : 

Cnmmun.:st po l1t1cal ma sters , It work s, at least for a t;,.me. Sooner 
or late:- tht=-sys te m w!lJ C'ome uns tu ck , It w11l bat k ·fire . h 1s tor.all}' 
fal se l<> a ll human sta ndards. Sneaking - s plu ung and betrayrng - have 
in t hem tht. se eds of dea th . You ask Doc1or MorrJson N1choll s, la le 
head of St , Frank's , 

Fo, a litt le while Dr , Morrison basked rn the sunshine of t he 
power tbe sn eak system gave hi m ove r the boy s. Everything cam e back 
to him on the "tittle-tattle" line . When the re was nothing to snea k abou t 
somebody could al ways be "frame d " . 

It was this "framing" business that led to the dow nfall of Nipper. 
Splas he d wi th whi skey and thr own out of the lowest pub in the St. Fran k' s 
dist.r ic e, and found in that condition by the headmaster of St . Fran k's, 
what chance had Nipper? Es pecially when he wouldn ' t s neak on the one 
respo nsi ble - Gore - Pear ce . In thos e day s to be drun k wa s a d is gr ace. 
Today it is jus t an excuse for a ny type of c rime. As it the fact ot being 
dru nk explains eve r ything . 

However , back to Nipper , to be drunk in those days was a 
di sg ra ce . a nd not an honour . 

N1pper wa s nearly expe ll ed , The School was stunned, The 
s neak s parade d on effli,,Y of him rn a wheel - barrow ro und the T riang le , 
a s.r:r aw s tuc k rn lt s hajr . a vinega r bottle . mar ked ''Wh iskey" in its 
hand , 

Jlowever "a ll 's well that e nds well" . To give our Headmas ter 
h1s ii•Je, whe n he realJs ed where lus poli cy was lead ing, he clamped 
down . The snea k's pa radi se wa s dis banded. 

N.tpper was vindicated . St. Frank 's breathe d a gai n. It coul dn' t 



Pa lo 

be otherw ,se , Tha t's why soone1 or later the sne ak's paradise s of today 

will c rash. 
I know iL - you know it · and Edwy Searles Brook s knew it. 

OPEN UNIVERSITY? by R. ) . Gods ave 

IL says much for the qua h cy of the various adventure and schoo l 
s to ries which were fo r sale on the bookstalls in the years befor e the 
commen ce me nt of \V()rld War 11 that t hey were read and colle c.ted in the 

yea rs afre r. 
ln commo n wit h other conr em p()rary paper s the Nel son Lee L;bra ry 

is scit l re ad and co l Lec.:ted by a gcnerat j on who we, e not bnr n w hen t he 
01 1gmal Lees we 1e pubhs hed, \\/h!L h s peak5 highiy fo1 the quahry and 
Jnte r e5L of E . S . 81 ()(ikS' sto r .1es . 

Alt hough a .-ead er migh t lh•n k tha· Brooks wrn 1e for t he 1mmed 1a1c 
wr;e k ;S ahead !twas qu .,:~ 0 f1.cn t h;11 a ~e4ue l nf a ~en.e s w1 .1t teri 1n the 
winter munrh s would happen .. n the loliowii:g sum me.r, wlucl 1 very 0I,c=n1 
wo k the for m 0 1 a 1n p ab1 oad M Lord Do rr i '=mo1e's yat.:ht . These 
excit '.ng stor ies ::n rheir very natl!'t"f' wer e a co mb .1na tl on of .. nst ru c t ion 
and pleasu re . A cas e of Learn}.ng witho ut effort. 

A ftt'Ule im:tgbau on 1s es5entJ.a ! !n the make-li p of an au rhor , 
and no -om: can acc use Urooks of lacking m that 1ngrectient. A civil!zanon 
of countJe ss ye a rs ago was sti ll to be follnd flou n '5h..:..ng in the 20th century. 
Such a series was one of the debce ndan[5 o.t Ancien t Rome still J.ivmg as 
did the Romans a t the heig ht o f their power ma spo t h..dden and pracuca ll y 
lna ccesslb le rn the Sahara Desert, hemmed in by r.hif with a soil as 
fert i le as Brooks' imag i natio n. 

Not all s tOries by Broo ks w er e of an .1mag.mative and exciting 
nature . A se ri es of the dome s uc type ~ntrOOuc:ing l·landfonh '~ bro ther
m· law - Mr. Cle mt:'nt Heath - who fC'r a penod wa s icrm· mast e r ot rhe 
Remove- a1 St. Frank' s. T!us sene~ made exrn~ meiy pleasant read .mg 
and also introdu ced Handforrh ' s cid er sis ter Ectith~ 

The Dr. Kar nak .amJ Ez ra Quirke sf>r .oes takes the readPr i mo t he 
r ea lm ot 1he supeL·narural. and mu st hav e myst .•ficd and g,ven thtc o r 1gm .:il 
readeis of tender years so me slee ple ss nigh t 8, suc h wa s the d rama t ic 
sty le of the author. .It. must be remembered that thf:~ or~ginal reader had 
to wait a week before the next Nel son Lee in the se ne s was pu blished. 
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The value of the Nelson Lee and other paper s of that period was 
from the educationa l point of view extremely high , and gave the reader s 
an advantage over others in knowledge that was not neces sarily obtai ned 
a t sc hool. 

DO YOl REMEMBER? by Roge r M. Jenkins 

No. l.10 - GEM 805 - "R USHDE N'S FOLLY" 

I hav e alway s had a s trong lik ing for the Gem s torie s of the 
Parl y ' twe nties des pite all cheu dr a wback s . Of cour se , .i! must he 

admHtt.d ar once t hat they c.ould nor a spi re (o t he gran deur o f rhe days 
o f the o!ut; r:over-, a nd a fter che wa r t he St . Jtm ' s .sto r res were onl y ha!r 
tht:: !engtll 'Jf tho ~e ~n ear !y da ys. Ncvert hEtess, I wou ld bt- pr Ppa Jt:d 
tc, d!'gue Lhe pr opos1~on that the Gem s fr c:m lhe summ~r of 1921 to the 
~l1mmt- r of i92 3 cvnt:~!tv te d the Lnes, r.vo -year run ;n the h.:st0 cy o f the 
pape;::. Nea tl y r::ve r y ta le w&.s by Char tes Ham ilton, and th_1~ wa s the 
last 0cc a s 10n \vhe n he wor ked so long and cons j sre ntly at the St. J!m' s 
:;tun es . The tt:·i:11h was a gh uen ng d:s play of famou s ser ie s and 
!n'1.1.v.1d1Jai ma .q e r p1e-ces. and the; whole ga laxy cf chara cte rs , includ;ng 
Gr undy , Tr imbl e , and Ca rdew, were handl ed w i th consummate ~ki ll . 
Some y.e:ar~ la t'; r Charle s Hamil ton disc overed that , though the ear ly 
St , Jim 's c hara c ter s were sull at his com mand , he la c ked the a bilit y ro 
portra y somf' of hi s ia re r c reatjon s . I cannot help iooking ove r the 
Gem s of i92l -23 Wllh a ce rtarn wistfulne ss . 

Gem 805 came toward s t he e nd of tlu s run, and it would oe idle 
to .:lam, rhat Jt was a ma s terp j_e ce , but 1t was ce rt ain ly dramatic and 
f>nte na 1ning, I canno t r ecall a nother srory ~tarring Philip Rus hden , 
rhe ~ 1.xrh - form pre ie ct ~ On thi s oc cas11Jn he was frequentin g t he TontJnE' 
r1ub to lay bet !:! w.11h E3anks . and Kildare wa s wa tc hing out for the se nlor 
wh~ ha d been eeen :r ~quem •ng the club. Baggy T r:mb le got hold of a 
lett e r fn •m Rus hden 's ma 1r ied sis te r , fr om whH..h il transpired tha t her 
t'i•Jsba nd wa s s t.di ~uffe r !ng ir om s hell- shoc k and the y were 10 u rge nt 
need c•f rn0ney. Th is tnspired Trimb! e to show the letter a roun d in 
C'rdt: r ro rai se a s ub .~--r±ption for Rus hden , and he had the bright idea o f 
kee p:ng som e f1fry pt'r ce nt , or e ve n .c.ev enry- five per cenr, as expense $. 



~ .O i8 ---- · 
( " T he labourer 15 wf>rth y r, { h .. s s; re, you know ~ Ru shde n can ' , ex pe ct 
us to 1aJ.~f' m onev wr tum for no\h , ng , ") t\o wonder Gussy babbl ed : 

Hushden r e tu~ed to gjve h.1s wo r d 10 K1Jda re t hat he wou td not 
, nnrJ11lJt 10 \ lS l 1 1he Llu b arid it s eem e d r.hat a Jeadl oc.k had bee n 

rcac.hed , Jn order ro re soh 1·e the ma11er . a Jeus ex ma<.hrna wa~ 
r eqtt i.ret! a nJ Lord Conwa y a11 1vcd co UJJ the h1IL It s rill seems 
s trange to me thar KJldare should have flJrned to Lor d Con way for ad v1c.f

bU1. he d1d . and n w-as Gu~:sy' s eJder br othe r who re solved the si tua u on 
ro ,:cvervo nP.'s sa ti stact.i on~ 

The St . Jim' s s tory i n No , 805 la s ted a mere te n chapters, a nd 
a good part oJ thi s ,ss ue of the Ge m was occu pied by the two seria ls 
ru nning ea c h we f;k at t hat t.•me , but even ii the story abou t Rushden wa s. 

on the shon s 1de 1 .it was devoid of frills and unne ces s ary conve1 ·s at ion s, 
a nd it co nstit uted a [ense drama t i c story re l Jeved by a few humo ro us 
touc hes . It m igh t not have been an out s ta nd ing s to ry at the time but a 
few years late r Gem readers wo uld hav e bee n mig hti ly pl eased ii 
Ch arles Hamilt on woul d ha ve provided them wi th so me more ta les o f thi s 
m od est ca lib re . 

. .... ... . . ... . . ..... . ... **• • • • •• • ** 
A FAR EW ELL TO GR EATNESS by Les Row ley 

(Conc lus ion of Les li e Rowley's nostalgic a rtic le , ) 

"You are too m odest, my dear Quelch, but by all means t ake your time 1n your d ec id ing . 
Ther e is, I foar 1 a long wait ahead before t he Schoo l openi: Its doors to its st :a!f a nd pupils 

ag a in. But the night g rows co l det an d we :ar e ne:irly at niy house. Joi n me, my de :iir fellow, 
in a nightcap if on ly to dr ink a t oast to an uncertain fuh1n: . 11 

The Head led the way across t he green and through his private garde n to the howe 

beyond . Qu ek h seldo m drank anything more excitlng tha n tonic water but this was an 
e xceptional occ as ion a nd :.1ny way heh.ad h eard go od rep0 rts on the Ma di er2 tha t Dr. Loc ke 

dis p ensed ! For a lon g hour he sipped the golden liquid slowly as he chatted ple.:anntly wi th 

Dr . a nd Mrs. Locke, but th e moment for le:avi ng C"am e 2 nd , refusing it refill for hh gbss h e 
mad e h i s farewel ls . 

It w.u now pa st m id night but the Kemove m aste r f e lt in no hurry . What the Headm3sl e r 

had sai d abou t Quekh succe e ding him was very m uch in the mind . II wasn' I as t hough \' uelch 

h3d a ny doubts regard ing hi, own abiUty, oor w e re the re a ny doubts abou t th e rewards th a t 

would acc ru e . Th e He:admastersh i p of ;a schoo l such as Cr ey fria n was defin it e ly on e of the 

plums of t he tea c h ing prof ession and any ord ina ry aspir a nt for th e appo , ntm ent would ha ve 

Jwn ped at th e c ha nce - rather as Prout and Hack e r mid 1n the past'. c;uekh permitted himself 
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.a wr, smiJ e as be 1P.c.1lled p,.. .. ut' s t>att le w:th th " St<.•tet s ... ,..en and H..t· I.er s m·~u J b '1.: pe • 

fo,m an ce w ,th the tucl,J:hor rebellio n , Que!..h 1'llthe1 f ~nc ed h e cou ld ha,e d<)ne beue , 4 

mud• bette.i . 

Ye, , any .)rd inary up :rart. aod som e ext . ao rd•nJ I)· ::nes 1<'01 wo:ild h.lv e had 1w 

hts i tanor in ac c epting wh:it wa s now olfered 1he mast e1 of the Remove . But Quc:vh d .:oi.r'S~ 

w:u o l 1'3 extrJ <'rdiiury ( EveD the memben :,f hu f;)rm rec ogn1red Qut: IC'h .is .;i bt-wg nruq ur·, 

Proba'>l1 tt>ey tho u~ht sc because , being the bf--St f orm i n th e Sct ool 1hev must 01 !lecu s111 

ha ve the oe P mast er Quelch , long regard f'd ;is a 'dow ny l,lr d' , hnew very we l l wb:iit 1,h boyJ 

thought :,f him. lf v.·.i.s meet .:ir.d r ight th.it they she>uld re11,::1rd him a •. the bc.s1 • Qud ·h w.u 

hum;1r. er>eugh to ad mir ; Be1wee L1 h1mse l! and h!S form thf!fi: h:td oftcD brn 1T\0H!f J :t:15 I){ 

d1sagn •,m "'nt bu1 f')o thh p0. 1nt, lill lea.$l, Quelc h .ir.d the Rem ov e wer~ in lull 2c.corJ. 

Qutkl' h:.d rtevt>r cr.t>s1Je:eJ t he possit,; J!f)' of b~oni.ng Head..., aster of Grer fr•~n. Thr

Remo11r. h :id g;vpp h im littl e eno1.tgh timP to c or.stdt't dn ',Thfog • ex·· 1:ot the. Rt-mc·; t": Evtan on 

a n Jn e ,·e nttu.! rui.,. there hdd beel'. cl.us to take, ;x;i.pers Iv mar k d,s Lipliroc: tc c.nfc.re.e. r-=cr 

that tbe: e h:.d bur. mJ.ny un eve ntfuJ cb.·1, Lo call to m ind. lnfr2 c:t ioru ::if the S.:hool l'U!es .vn e 

a lmost as nwnerous as tr..e sands on th e se.1 ~bo re • t,r so ,t u. emed to Quek h. F..•:er R. C:hr.rr ; 

(who m he rather liked) h,1d tc h.tve .i lu .. kl ng for shdfog J<'W:• the b~n.'Usteu . wh:41 H . Skin ner 

(whom he h~ed om ar 2U) h:uJ to be penu.lJt d th.at smck 1ng C""<'tild be painful , very p;i ir.lul , H 

the g imlet eye wa s UPon him. 

Ufe w ith the Remove wu often eventful, ce rtaml)' more eventful th.an Lfe was with other 

forms Wha ,to n. hb HcaJ Be)', had t wic e rt.b e lled against a utho r ity in the shape of Htnry 

Samuel Quek h to soch a n ext e nt th a t borh tbe judgement 3nd the Justic e of t he Form master 

had b"en ln doubt. He'"bert Ve rno n•Srruth , whose co.:>l and nudi ed uu:olenct: c overed :i who!~ 

gamut of offences {regardless of th e many and sundry visits IC the Cross Keys and tl--e Thre e 

fish er, about which Mr. Quelc h was in blissful ignora nce), h.1.d been up for the 'sack ' mote 

rim~ 1h.ln mmr othP-r msr .~ls pnr rogelhtr. 

1'here had beet:1 times when the li ves an d secu rity of his boys had be en thre:He ne-d. When 

the kidna ppin g industr; ha d cross ed the ;\da ntic 10 involve Fish; when t he paw er of th e Tong 

had Cr>-"'SSed the Seve n Seas t c thr ea ten Wun Lung; .1.nd wh e n ~lh e.los c:ame (or Mau.levere r 

:i nd go, &.nt<·r \nstt.ad ! Quek h was the right ma to prott"<:t his boys whether f rom rt-.e 

v,11ia '10 •uc wret c hes who m ade their wa),' to the JCtiool ::-r from the irTitJ.tir,g interference of 

ether mastl"rS, He h.id Je :i.h fearlessly with the fumi er a nd Mid l eft the fart.er 1n no doubt as 

rl) wh ~r .. they stood . Prout a nd Ha<ker h:.d mo re th.Jn llOC:11! l-een informed, in tO~el; ,:,,f biti ng 

sa r : asm, th;i.t wh ~n Quelch needed ;adv>ce oo how 10 c.>ntrol h.i1 form Quelch woul d :isk for it. 

Qu ~lc h 1,e v"'r ha d: 

f.v•D O•Jekh w.s 1•,cr ,r f!d 1~ .adm.it t() flaw~ in the Rem~ve, He had not iuc.: ~e:ded !n 
c~H ·C't !!:.g to;e id) , w,11-.,s ol ,\.1.auJe.,.e.rer. thP slovenly Nbus of .Buntc1 or the p1ofiteeting 

a •·t>v;, · ... .s o f h ,~. He hd ·.lt- d o f c c.,uoe., .and th "! tryu ~g had added considerable m•»c:e to 

na -,gt-• a.rm . AL.d Quo!·,.~, ~-u not go ing 1n g ive up t iying. His form would be veiy much 011 

tr ·.iJ ,1• ,1 Hif.1..,/ s H,d ht- ho.>ed that t he prune seiecti:)n <"'f canf::S th.at ~e had pa..:ked th.at 

J'!',;.rO.:"g v, ·uld f' DSUli; that •he Remove came thi ough the. t ria l with flying colours ! 



H e. h3 d sh.:kcned h,1. p:i c e "n th e wa y back fr,,rn 1he Head 's hc,ll.Se .lS H ht was rel uct ant 

t,, r e3c h the shd t f'J o f h is own ,oom . Ov er head lhP th robt>ing of h ea vy a i rc raft intrud e d upon 
h•s thoughts a nd the appe.a ranc.c of the s~ rch lights as th e y criss ~c ross e d in pa tte rn fro m t he 

ba tt cnes a t \.\aps hot arid l....;l;nth.:lm brought him sharp ly ba c k t o the presen t. He l et hi mse lf in 

bv t he Mas te,' s lobb y , hi s footsteps ec ho ing a lo ng the dese rt ed pas.s:.i.ges a nd c olrido n, The 

He~d tu.d told him tha t the re w,1s plen ty of t ime In whic h he could co midei th~ he:idm as tersh1p 

But Quelct- did nOI wan t th,n tlme. Sudd enl y :illn d 1rrc\'OC.abl y his mind was rna de up. 
Th e way a t-c:id w.is u nc erta in, the future fraug ht wtth dang e1 a nd doubt . In a n unc ert :u n 

wo rld Que.kb ft. It tinlc we iccm <> for c~ ngc , The years th ;il had pa ssed 3nd th e n: ha d ber.'1 

ma ny of tho>:m - h.1d heen plPas1n g t o recalI . One doesn't sensi b ly sp0.1 a pictu1c th.:lt ha s gi,1e., 

on ,. ple asu re by getuo g ii => ne w frame. 
At fh e end of l,u de llbera t 1ons bad co mf' the rea.li sation t h.it be ,1nd his fo rm were 

1nsep,n ... b lt:. One m1ght :u w el l thl nk of David wothout Jon.ath a n 01 Gilbe rt w~thou tSull ivan ,u 

to thl nh o f the Re mo~ e wi th r>ut Qul cch : As fix ed a nd .imm uta bh : as tbe laws of •he Swedes 

;i.ndN.uturt iom :i.s W. G. BW1u: 1 w.Juld 1-ave put ,t , Quelch frown ed u hl" thought ni Iha • 

me mh u of hu fo rm , bu r now was Dr't th, ~ ti me for wa \'el\ ng , Alt c1 a ll a s.:hoolmas t er's lif e 

w a s vr,e c f cl:..i ll e og e .and 1( Buntt:r wa sn't a r,h.all e nge t ·~ any sc hoo lm aste 1' s sanit\' Que lch 

wo uld li k~ to kno w wh.1;t was'. 
The Remo ve m:ascer had rea chr. d th e doo r r,f hn slud y a nd pusht.d f)r en the door an d 

sw itc h ed on the li ght. Th e b l.t, .kout screens thru sc t he harsh gl are ba c k a t him and he fo wi d 
himse lf recaWng th e old days when on e had to fumble wit h matches wn h whk h to Hght th e 

gas. But li ttl e els e had d,a ng ed. Blazers a nd fl annels had re pla ce d EJ.ons and then· ha.d bee n 

some modl f lc ati ,:ms in h is own a ltire, ii was true. But a. c:..ne was st i ll a c an e a nd boys, still 

be i ng boys , .... •ere in n e ed of cor rection now as they had be e n of yore . He would l ook forwar d 

to retu.rning to his stud y when the lime ea.me. He h0ped t hal l t would not be long. 

Mr. Quelc h had h ad his c han c e tor great ness. Now he said his la rewell to th.:lt great n ess 

not re..i.lising , pe rhaps, that grea t ness wa s alr ead y his - a gr e:it nes.s tha t en dure d for b eyo nd the 
co nf ines of GreyfrLi.rs and th e c ou.nty of K ent in which th e School stoo d. A gTe.itness that had 

found It s wa y t o m a ny come n of a trou bled world. 

*• •• ••* •*•• • • •••** .. **••·· .. •• 
REVIEWS 

BILLY BUITTER 'S LUCKY DAY Frank Ric hards 
(Howard Baker Pres s : £3. 90) 

T his volume contains two of the besl of the s hone r senes of Lhe 
Magne t 's autumn ye ars . Four st or ies ma ke up the seri es in wtuch 
Bunte r p lays t ri c ks with Mr . Quelc h' s gold wat ch- chai n , Ponsonby steps 
into the picture, a nd there is st r ife between Greyfriars and Highcliffe. 
Stories introd uci ng Highcliffe were usuall y of hig h q uality , and this one 
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1s no exce ptio n. A c lever and enterta ming series . 
The sec ond ha lf of the book contains the 4- story Sea lull Park 

serie s wluch ensured a happy Easter for boys and gn ls i n 1937. The 
opening ~t0ry prov!des the overa ll title for the volume. The Bounder 
has his old cronies of H.tgncl1ffe as hls guesrs ar Sea h·II Park, anc1 J\inrer 
make s every effo rt to have tumst: lf included as a guesr of the m1ll!ona!re 
and h1s son. There i s p}enty of excitement and humour . and the.re JS an 
imer esu ng link wjth the Kenya serles of six years earlier for those w,_th 
long memories, Altogether a de h ghriul pot -pourri of fun and gam es . 

The~e happy volume s concinLie to have the samt: cha rm and 
attracuo n as whf"n they start<"d, quite a long time ago now. fut the 
publis hers might change clJe actvert!srng exce rp ts which s€em to appear 
on the back of the jac kets for book after book aft.er book. And, I must 
admit , 1 get a Lit t, red of that old lnuoduct ic n. about Richards, a s well . 

PENI\JY COMICS OF THE THIRTIES New English Library: 40p 

Here we have a collection, gathered toge ther m one interesung 
wra ppe r , of four of rhe comic · paper s of the Thi rt ies . The first of 
these, Merry Midget No. I , is so rare tha t it is Jacking even in the file s 
at the British Museu m. Tlus is followed by a copy of the Spar kler for 
1932, one of the Rattl er for 1935, and finally a sample copy of Target 
fro m 1936. 

Or pa rti cu la r inte r est to the s tuden t of this type of J>'lper is tlrat 
these four were published by a firm at Bath. The wrapper is fille d with 
in format ion fro m the pen of Denis Giffor d, from whose collecuo n of rare 
i tems the originals o( these facsimi les were take n. 

One of the main pom ts of int e rest is to decide whethe r they 
compared in qualrty of content with the Amalb,amated Press comics. 
with wluch they obviously ca me into competition. 

This collect1o n is clear ly a "must'' for every comic collecror. 
Jt can be obtained re order from any uewsagent, arid one excellent point 
15 1-h:H, ar the pn ce . !t comes \\.'Jthln 1he rea ch of most }'Oungst~rs. 

GRE\' FRIARS HOLIDAY ANNL.AL i976 (Howa rd Baker , £3,90) 

This .1s, p0i::-~jb ly , the best so far of th!.s new series of l-lolid ay 
Annu~ts . modern ~ryte . Like any good Chris tmas stock.::ng, i t· is packed 
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wllh fasc1naun g things . "The House on the Heath" , with the coloured 

cover auchenu ca lly reproduced, 1s the Chr istmas Double Numbe r for 

I 916. The story itse l f IS a period piece , telling how the ch ums caught 

a Ge rman spy around Christmas time . 
Penny l'upular No. 1 (new ser ie s) came out originall y in 1919. 

The cover has had cosmeuc anention . so that it has a golden glow, 

which 1t never had 10 1.ts youth . The s tor y of 13Jlly Bunter 's postal· 

order - maybe his first· 1s there, and there 1s a pr uned versio n of the 

fi rst Jimmy Sliver ta le . Two stories from the Magnet summer of 1933 

tdl of rhe Bounder Expelled, and how tus father became a detec u ve to 

clear his s on' s namt> . Typically com petent Greyfriars tales of the 

perwd . 
In 19.16. th<' famous Gem yarn "'Mystery of the l"a, nted Room" 

was repnnred 1n the Gem , fonunalely spread over two issues t? avoid 

muulanon. A delighr for the Gem fan , and probably the Gem's be st 

Yuletide tale , A paper by Raymond Lister, giv,ng hJs v,ews on Char les 

Hamilton, is well-written and entercauting. Mr. Lister wrote for the 

uninitiated, so there is little new for C. D. readers , but the appraisal 

is well-done . Over-lengthy extract s from some stories might be looked 

upon as the sort of padding for whi ch Mr . Lister criu c ises h1s subject. 

Finally, a Rookwood tale from the Holiday Annual, wluch in it s 

turn was taken from the autumnal Boys' Fnend, in which a new master, 

Mr . Skinforth, turns out to be distributing countt:rft:it money. 

A treat for Christmas for all Hamilton addicts • . ............................ 
The Po~+man Called ( Interesting 11ems from the 

Ed iror·s letter-bag) 

JOHN WA LLEN (Liverpool): Many thank s for the continuing excelle nct> 

of C. D . The production of the maga,.ine leave s nothing to be des i red , 

and belies its amateu r status .. 
I see that Mr. l;ook's Iener in the September ed i llon, 1s wriuen 

in hls most forth right vein, and demon stra tes his enthu si asm admi rabl y . 

I do, however, feel that such a knowledgeable and long ·standrng stalwart 

as Mr . Cook cou ld show a little more to lerance towards the effo rt s of 

tho se with whom he is in disagreement. After all any interest shown 1n 
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the magazine so clo se to his heart mus, be a good thing and Mr. Cook's 
genial intolerance can do his own cause no good at all , 

S. PERRY (Maidstone) : Postal charges like everything else have gone 
up m price . but so have wages and mdeed, old age penswn s . Postage 
1s not so bad a s many other thlngs - the cost of a hair- cut for example . 
The pn ce of new publication s a, 45p and 35p for very scan ty mon1hly 
parts . 

On lutle magazine 1s sure ly worth as much as any of the5e? 
Problems are set w make us Lhmk, not to make us worry: 

Please don't make the C. D. quarterly . It will only start to fade 
away. Let us pay whatever becomes necessary· out of our £6 incr ease 
if need be(:) . If it's worth havmg. it mus1 be worth paying for. 

ERNEST HOLMAN (Le igh-on-Sea): I. End your foomotes each month 
to Danny's Diary rega rdm g the S.0.L. stories very infor mat ive· 
having read a few recently , the gaps and delet ions are very obvious m 
place s, and it is always interesting to know their var!ous origins . 

The Small Cinema seri es is now reaching the time when l became 
a very regula r Filmgoer, and the early talkies mentioned recall them 
very vivid ly . 'Sporting Blood' with Clark Gab le and Madge Evans, with 
(l believe) Lionel llarrymore was a sti rring story of· tiorse -ra cing and a 
very interesti ng remake was made about 1940 with Robert Young and 
Maureen O'Sullivan. 

W. T. THUR BON (Cambr idge): With reference to Mr. Perry's Jetter 
about the "Eagle of Death". although l have never seen the B. F . L. to 
whic h he refers; l think thi s must be in the third series , I am pretty 
sure it is an adaptio n of the original "Eagle of Death" . 

Bill Lofts , wri ting in the Digest, No. 196, for April 1963, says 
rhat Clark Hook reured in 1922. This agr ees with my recollection that 
the J. S. & P, tales cnsed around 1920 in the Marve l. The final series 
wr re a long number of tales of Pete running a football ream (I wonder if 
:!iey were by Clark Hr·ok) , and the fina l appearan ce wa s the rev ival of a 
Ie ng and bor.mg tale .as a sen aJ ot Pete runmng a ci rcus - a favourite 
knock ~1-bou t iriea of Clark Hooks, Attempts were made to rev.ive the 
criara.\·tPrs m the Boys ' Realm around 1927 . The author called himself 
Gordo ,, Maxwell . O,ll says "Maxwell" was Walter Shute . Bill thinks 
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Shu1e t ev1ved somt' nf the old Lales, but the one nr two l have seen bear 

nu n :::-·emblance ,o C lark Hook's work - they were short stones , ma1nly 

tearunng r,ne, wnh Jack and Sam as minor characte r s. full al so says 

lhe srou es rea ppea red m the 1930's in "The Ranger " , re vise d by Percy 

A. Cla rk , wi th che name s c hanged co "Jim . Buck and Ras•:us " . 

OE'I WHITER (L<lndon) The magtuf !C<'nt October •s5ue of Coll ec lor s' 

DigE::st arr•ved rh1s morrun g. What a wonderful coloured cover. - the 

Sc hoolg ir ls' Own Li brary co ver and rhe thirte enth An isl on rhe ba ~k 

cnv-er. The Jatrer feature has been a real ,rear and I, for one, w il l look 

forward to more or Alf Manson's work ~ 
Your ed i tor ial entu.led "The Awkwar d Wive$ " pro ved very 

interesLJ ng. but. students and scholat c. of the Holme s canl)n wHI tE"ll you 

rhal War son was s upposed to have been marned three rimes , lhus t hree 

wives . The fir s l. a s 1s generally known , wa s Miss Mar y Morstan, who 

Watson met in "The Sign of Fou r". She died eatly m rhe 1890's . 

Thereafter, schoJar s of the canon reckon to have ttac ed or s1Jrm1sed rhar 

he had cwo more wive s. Mary Mor sran ca lled him by his name of John 

but another wife ca lled lum James. 

Mi ss M. RUDD (Montrea l ): I noti ce my lather avidly de vouring the 

" Water Lily" series yet again· thi s must be hls tenth shOl at 1t: It' s 

his favourite travel series; although the hiking series wit h everybody 

after Oob Cherry's Holiday Annual rank s a clo se se cond place. For me, 

I still get a lot or enjoyment and excitement from the South Seas 

adv ent ures. Not only did the Greyfriars chaps have to fight off 

cannibal s, they had to mal c h wits with Soames. He was my favourite 

arch-villain . For the tale s at schoo l , Dad and l pref er the Prout head· 

master series - although the ending i s admittedly a l ittle tr i te and 

melodramatic. And that tremendou s sen es where the entire Remo ve 

rally around &nter and camp out on fupper's Island. 

Charles Hamilton was tr em endou s : 

Mrs . MARY CADOGAN (lleckenham) I certam Jy do .!!Q.!..agree wah 

your correspondent who feels that a quarterly C. D. ma y be more 

appropriate if postages continue to rise . Whatever the cos t , l hope we 

shall lon g be able to look forward to our monthly tonic. T here were 

lots of interesting feature s In October . Les Rowley is courageous in 
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attem pting to take the Grey fna rs saga rnto evacua tJon but I en1oyed the 
Que lch / Locke d talogue on the futur e Heads h, p of the school. 

li!LL LOFTS (London): I neve r thoughr rha t Char le s llam il ton ove rdid 
the br others them e , and only w1sh he had en lar g<cd the sis te1s rheme. 
Bess !.e B.mte r , and Ma qo rie Haze ldene l a lways li ked Jn the mtroduct ion 
to s tones , (Ardu e Howell and Phyl ,.s Howell were of cou r se s:ubsu tute 
cha racters - though !h~ latter was far ben er dr a wn than rhe brother.) 

What I do think Mr. Hamtlton ove rd 1d was the 'Doubles' theme . 
One edn or that I used to meer , had alm ost an obsess i on about n , and 
t;Sed LO alway s br ing , h...s up m conver satto n. As he al so d1ank 'd oubles ' 
~t JS poss1ole thb was an obses s10n 111 more ways than one: 

BIOGRAPHY or A SMALL CINEMA 

No. 20. ON WITH THE DANCE lN SOUND 

No doubt, by I he tim e ou r second 

tt>rm wi t h so und c>penM , th e r.ovt>l t\, Md 

wo rn o lr lO some tx t cnt o1nd we cc utd 

h,1rdl 1 1mag1c.e h fe withoul tl . Ow 

ope ning him , for thi s sec ond tenn , w,u 

/a mes Ci1goey in ''Th ,- Crowd Roars" , 

whkh , I t h, nk, w~, ;1 motor - raci ng no') . 

With •t, a •or.g with a llUmber of othe : 

shorts. I see tb t w -: p!a.•1pd thf" fi rst of a 

!ert ,s f'ntitJ. . d "&::lltvli! It Or Not' ', 

de vc•te d te ·~a,· u f .. r.ov~lt ie s. /\n Engifr ti 

newi.t·apcr, •he Oa.h E.xpre.s~ if mv memo .. , 

· s..,' 1 plJ )1ng ~t~;; ks ran .-'h'.t.u1e str>ps o n 

che s.ar,e tr:, ngs fo, !'l'la oy vr.u ~. I be:ite\lf' 

t t,e ·, """'f~ rif ;\ m ,.u ·.J t ,>1 f?'tl by .1 man 

n:imt:d RJpl~ . 

Next ,. drl.i'l,•f 'fl f i t, n • & rbar a 

Stan \\\•r l-. tf' "S<' Big.". Tn : w;u th e la nd 

r,f Shir , wh,. h s'> f .. 1 :i~ I ,·a n si'.e , on e 

ne'I"'! g ._is •n toda y ' s .. · ,nfm.:.. Some 

n ,n nth ;1:go , l nm ed ·ha t D:in.;,,)• saw a 

n •,.nt c-10 ,rt of ' 'S, Big01 wa h Coll e en 

\ 1oore $1atTing. I do not ret..':ill tho: nl e nt 

,n e, but th e new tall u cg ven i,;,,n w:n 

5f lc nd id, Thh one ca m e from Warn er 

8t.."s. , .;.1 did "Th e Crowd RoarS". 

Then from M . G. M ., R..:imon Nov3 rro 

~ Madge Ev:11ns in " The lmpussible Lover". 

~ut , from llruve rsal , V1,;:t or Va !C'rir.J in 

" The Dco m ed Batt.a.lien" . Nex1 wi:f'k 

?rvug r,t William Po1,.eU and Ka}' Fra n<u 1n 

"Jewel Rr,bbery". f ro m W:1mer 1s, fo1ic-wed 

>ya doubl e- fu t ure programme, Robe11 

>\r~tro r g a nd U la le , in "R..d!.o P;.ttrvl '' 

t~m un: ·Jcrsal, plus "Ubangi'. , , fii l - Jengt h 

d ocum .mb.ry of 3 "m , ghty Afri,::an u pe di t .io-,•· 

fro m FBmot-:,ne, one o f 1f1e: sma Un re r.u- rs. 

The n, from Uni versa I, Tom Mh . 1n 
.. My Pa l the King" , whic h ,n3v ha 'lt been 

J west ern . Support1.ng thu w e ha d .i. rbl 

RoaC'h com edy entitled "Show 8U1i ness" 

whic h featured Zasu Pins an d The lma Ted d. 

These two gifted co r.1ed:h:nnes made m2ny 

f-bJ Ro2ch t'WO· reeltrs , unt il Zasu was 
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rt<t•l,1.:..:<l \ R th#' J.uo ht Patsy Ke..11y ;ind the 

se.r cs wc:flt on un tJ the IC',..e_ly TheJma 

r ,, dd d1r·d •n I ,.,...,.m 10 recaJ I. tragic 

c11('u mstancn . 
Ne'ICt M:irUyn M :ller .-ind Ben lynn lo 

.a Muncal Comedy. 1'ltu M:ajesty Love". 

Th•• was :a first Nauon~l hl.m, relc:ased by 

Warner ' s, the on, E. powerful F . N. b:1ving 

r,een sw:illow ... d by thf' Hu le firm whic h 

'l:.d rise n to me tcork gu•d1.tnc,s by m:aking 

, hr first alkicg (i~ms for the screen. 

~.trilyn Miller, ;1 fam ?lLo; Americ:an 

mm!....a\ ,O tT,todf actresc, h.&d once bc ien 

ma1ricd t t: th e late J.trk P1d,fotd, 

11ic.n , fr .. ,m M.C. . M. , Warren WiUiam 

11, "Skyscrapf'r Souls", folJ owed by 

"S pukc.11slly", abo froin M.C.M., st.11T1np, 

Rusu .r Ke:.ron .ind Jimmy Du.nor.~. Th e 

g reat "Schno:n.lt'I" went on to ruJ hme, 

mak1ng one or two more hims with Ke.aton 

whc, I 1hlnk , wu less happy \n talkies. 

Next , from Univerul, Hoot Gibson 

rn "The Cowboy Counsellor", followed by 

3 double-featurt" programme Crom Univen.aJ : 

Tom Brnwn and Rich :ud CromwelJ In ,.Tom 

Srown or Culver", plu.s Jhsll Gill and Don.aid 

C.2ltbrop in "The Night-Watchman•, SCC1"')' ... 

Then, from M. C, M . , Uwrcnce Tibbett 

(I think a very famous singer of the period) 

in "The Cuban Love Song". F'oltowed by 

1.awe l & Hardy ID ;a much - liked Cul.J-length 

ff"..ature. "P:i.cl< Up Your Troubles". 

Mar io o O..vie.s and CJ:arlc Gable cam,. 

next in "Po!lv of tbf' Circus". Mario n 

David was 2 b vourit• of mine. Sine'!. the 

war she has bt-11':n somf"wh at denigr:ued by 

thoce who get a kick (:ind Jou of money) 

out of sme:iring other people's reputations. 

M.arion D•vtes, for a great many years, 

was the mistress ol the tycoon, WHJiam 

R.andolph Hc.arst . She was a fine co medy 

ac-treu, and ver)' attr:u :tlve, and she wa s 

crneJh, lib e Ued io th1:: film ' 1C1llzeo Cane " 

Her p, ctu 1·es we1e rdused by M. C. M ., 

who c bimed the Davies l1Jm.s .ilways Inst 

money. bttause , on the insistence of 

He.irst, the cent of then production was 

::oJon al. Lau :, on . He.al'$t w.imed her to 

p lav the lead ir, M. G. M 's " 8.arrelts: or 

\\'impolc Street" (whkh we showed) , but 

1he p:ut wen1 co Norm a St-car,.t . So Miss 

02vie1 we.nt to Wa me rs for th eo 1hcn few 

tcm:1irung yci" of her car~er . I forget 

cvery lhi "I .about "PoUy ot the Circus:", 

but It h .:urlous to su· Clar ~ Gabie u the 

lead.mg man i n the him. But Mus Dav le F 

alway, had strong supp0r( :ns cuts (no doub : 

due tC" the i nflu ence of Hearst). In a latet 

on<e. Gary C.:)\)pu phyed the male lead. 

Next', Will;am Hainu i.n "A re You 

List c.ning ?" (M..G , M .J . followed t:r1 Hooe 

GibsQn in "The 8>1Jlng Potnt .. . Then, 

from Warner , o\brgaret Schilling: (who 

the dickens wu she?) hu mw1c.1I rvman ct 

"Children of Ot-eams". 

Next Jacl. Perrin zn " The Apil c he 

Kid's &cape" rele:iud by Butct-e1 's:. 

Then, from M. G. M,, Warner Baxter In 

" The White M:in", and ftn:.lly, 1he 

term'• bookinp dosed with The Dunc.an 

s,,rers , n a M,C. M, muucaJ , "h's a 

Cr e:it Lifr". 

In the supporting program.mes: I find 

pl"'.ntv of Hal Ro2ch 1wo- r•cle,s , fncJud Jn.g 

Ch.uley ChaH and Our Cang. R..ambJ•ng 

Rtporte1 items , Pathl'J Pi~tona l, P:ttt-c tonc 

Week Jv; and Kraty Kat c a rtOP:--.:.:, wl,.d<t, e r 

they were 

(ANOTHER ARTICLE lN 

THIS SERIES SOON) 
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Fran k Rtchards 
(Howard llaker : £10 ) 

This is another volume in the well -bound a11d ex4...eµuouall y 
attracuve Special Edit ions, and ll wlll enhance the book-shelf of any 
collecun g connoisseur , It co ntarns the hrst teri is sues of the halfpenny 
Red Magnet . The ubiquitous Magnet !\'umber One is the re . and will not 
exc.lte anyone the se days, but No. 2. tellrng o f the arnva! of Bob Cher ry . 
will be warm ly welcomed. 

Knowledgeable c ri tics have a lways agreed that after l and 2. 
which were both rich in character work, the quali ty of the Magnet s torie s 
dechned for quite a long ume . All the same. No, 3 1s a famou s story -
the one in wtuch Whart on had a hablt o f fumbling with a 1acket-button, 
and , when Hazeldene snippe d it off, the breakmg of a hablt caused 
Wharton to lose a Latin exam ina tion . lt is a nea t psyc hological study. 

1-lazeldene. rns pi redly nicknamed Vaseline in those day s , play s a 
large pan in mos t of these ea r ly ta les . It has always been a mystery 
as to why Hamilto n dr opped the name Vase l ine, but it was a lmost 
certainly due to the fac t that Vaseline was a propr ie tary word, and the 
manufacturers may have brought press ure to bea r. 

Marj orie Hazeldene turns up rn No, S (though she had been 
mentioned earlier) a nd she is kidna pped by Hamil ton's long-r un ning 
gipsies , Barengro and Melchior . Herr Rose nblaum's alie ns (the 
Beechwood boys) feature in a couple of ta les which could be tediou s 
except that they introduce Hurree Singh to Greyfr iars and he soon decides 
that , unlike the other a lie ns, he is there to stay. 

Final story fea tures cr icket , an d cell s how the rather unpopular 
Wharton becomes captai n of c ric ket . 

Hut•on Mitchell's an is try 1s strikrngly good. and his Bunter 1s a 
dellg ht. The tint for the red covers must have presented some thing of 
a problem. but the re sultrng shade is near enough and mos t c reditable . 
A !o, P!y per iod ·pie r~ of a volume to take us back to a wor ld that most of 
us nfver knew even remotely. 
.. . . . . . . . .. . .. ... .. .. .. . . . ... . .. . .. .. ..... 

ORDER YOUR C. D. ANNUAL NOW 
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News cl fhe Clubs 
CAMBRIDGE 

A meeu ng was llPld at 5 Ali Saint s ' Pas sage. on l 2rh October . 

Member s saw some , rem s from Bill Thurbon' s collecu on, 

in c luding a copy of Hen ry' s fl r st boys ' story , "Out on the Pampa s " , and 

s om e "Marve ls ' · and "Chu ckle s ". Also a re cent post er of John Edson' s 

"flundukt" , and the Franz Rouen steiner 'Sc ien ce Fic t ion Book" . 

Th e Sec reta ry reported that he had se nt a copy of the Club report 

on Mr. Bar low's talk nn "D k k Turpin and the Grei,,ory Gang " to Mr . 

Bar low. 
Th e $('crer.ary gave a ta)k on "The Loote r s' ', S'how;.og how ml.lch 

bo rr owin g and co py!ng had OLcur red bv the wrue rs lor boys ' paper s 

fr om auth or s like Scou and Kmgs ley . R,dec Hagga t d and C<'nan Doyle 

and tn, ~ks like publ.lsh.lng well known tal es under a different tHIP, 

UJll Lofts taJked about the. man;, c<:ntenar ie s. and anni ve n ,a r. es 

whi ch W"UlU oc<..or dur mg the nC.\.!" few year ~ nc.luchng , hf' jub1lees of 

rhe Sexton Blake and Ne lson Lf>e L1brane s - rhe C'pP1:on was express ed 

:n dt!-:!Cu ss, <m Lha t E . S. Brook s had sw1r... .. hed '\!eJson Lee frn m M ra 1ghc 

de tc i..ur ,n ' " schoo l; det ec r1ve sto r•e s l O a vo,d the " Jash 01 tw o s~m 1la r 

d~Lecuvc 11brane s-
Next meeung 9 Nove mbe r at Jack Over ht ll 's hom e , 99 Shel ior d 

Road , Trumpingron. 

MIDL/\.10 

The new te rm commen ced o n thf> la st T uesJa y n1 Septembe r wu:h 

te n members signing the regis ter . After news ot the cl uL'b count r;, 

member s, rhe anniv e rsa ry numbe r and coll ecrors it e m wa:, passf d 

around for per~ sal . Ir wa s Nelso n Lee Libra ry (OJ<l sen es) No, 60, 

' Mystery of 13'1 rron Hall' of 29, 9 . 16. 

Th e pr ogramme cont i nued with a di scussion on the gloomy , 

thorny subje ct of c lub finan ce, allev1a1ed only by the t imel y arri val of 

coffe e , topped off by a cheery game or Gr e ytr Jars Brngo. Mee u ngs , 

usually la s t Tuesday of the momh, as soon after 7 p . m , as pos s ible , a , 

Dr . John son House, Birmingham . 
--"------"-- - "'--------· -- -- - - - - -
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NORT HERN 

Satur day , l l October, 1975 

Chairman Geoffrey Wilde opened the Meet ing by a lludrng to the 
death of El:za beth Tay lor , for so many yea rs one of our most enthusiasuc 
support e r s . Eliza beth had always been re luctant to speak at meeti ngs , 
but when she did so it was wlth greaL vigou r - as on the occasio n when 
she defende d the Hobby again st those who accused HS adherent s of 
esca pi sm. I-le t rusLed the e scape she had now found would not be tar 
a long the cor rid or from Study No. I. 

A talk g1ven by Ron Rhodes on Highcl iffe School , had a brea k in 
the midd le for him to conduct two quizzes on Highcliffe. In the first 
quiz Haro ld Trusco •t came fir st with Geoffrey Wilde seco nd, and in the 
S€cond Geofirey Good came firs t with Geoffr ey Wilde se cond. 

Whils t the Secre tary was delig hted to be on the roJI of honour for 
once. he felt he should confess to having somet hrng of an unfair advantage . 
He and Ron had been discussing H1ghcliffe on the way to the Meeu ng: 
How e lse would he have known that Highcl i ffe was fir st mentioned m 
Magnet 109?? : : 

Ron gave excelle nt sketches on the Highcliffe characters, from 
the weak, s nobbish headmaster, the Reverend Patrick Rhodes Voysey, 
DD, MA, through Albert Hic ks Mobbs - a masterp iece of charact er iza tion 
an d down to Judson, the school por ter . 

Ron called attent ion to that part of the Lamb ser ies which had 
been read to us last month i n which a terr o r- struck Ponsonby grove ls 
for admitta nce to the a ir-ra i4 s helter. This scene was not reali stic , 
said Ron, for Pon was not a coward . The charact e r should have been 
Vava sour: 

The re were interes ting quesu ons about Highcliffe, sai d Ron. 
In 1915 The Boy without a Name and Rivals and Chums were publi shed. 
Hamih on regarded the se :::;wries as his best work. Why were ther e no 
morP scor~f"S abou t ch.;.s sc hool? Was it beca use Pentetow had cor ne red 
the mar ket ? 

Hamilton had writte n rhe stor ie s within the Gre yfr ia rs ambit - he 
didn ' t •vant them to be confuse d with the rubbish tha t Pentelow and 
Samways produced in the Magnet and Gem. 



rage :io 
In the disc u ssio n that fo llowe d Geoffrey Wilde suggested that 

Hig hc liff e, by it s very na t ure. did not lend itself to the developmen t o f a 
saga. Logi c wou ld dema nd tha t such rogues as existed a t Highc li ffe, 
c hie f of whom was Ponson by, couldn't rea lly be allowed ro ca ny on: 

Jac k All iso n prese nted us with a giant Greyfr iar s crosswor d 
which he d ra ughte d on the bla ckboa rd and fo r which we arranged ourselves 
into two te a ms . The exciteme nt led co a later break-up than us ual. 
None of us seemed anxious to go home: 

LOf\OO N 

The Dia mond Jub)l ee of the Sex ton 13Iake Library, Rookwood 
Schoo l a nd St. Fra nk 's Coll ege of the Nelso n Lee Li brary was du ly 
celebra ted by a lunche on party a t the Rembr a ndt l lotel, Kensin gton. 

Suppo rt ing the presiden t , John Wernham, was the lady cha i rman, 
Winifre d Mor ss, E ric Fayne and Madam, the t hree libranans, Roger 
Jenki ns, Robert Blyt he an d Jos ic l'J ckma n . 

An exce ll ent repa s t was e njoyed and i t was Willia m Lofts who 
el uc idate d on the Sexton lllake Library and propo se d the toas t for tlus 
famo u s pe riodical. Roger Jenkin s followed with the coas t for Rookwood 
School an d rela ted some funny ane..:dote .s tha t showed truth and fkuon 
some time s went hand rn hand. In ab sent ia o f Jim C ook. unfortu na rely 
unable to make the lunc heo n owmg to late reco very of an rndi s posi tion , 
it was Reuben God save that spok e of St. Fra nk 's an d Nelson Lee Libra r y. 
The n he proposed the toa st . 

T he souvenir men u car ds we re kindly suppli ed by the pres ident . 
At t he conclusion of the lun cheon the pa rt y adjo u rned to the 

lounge and here it was c o nvers ation time and the us ual get wgethe r s 
pr io r to tea bei ng serve d. Young Dav id Baddie! played some lleetho ven 
o n the gra nd piano i n an adjoirung room, a few Fra nk lli c hards· ce ntenar y 
plates were distr ibuted a nd it was very pleasing to see the guest of 
ho nour, Oli ve Wrig ht . 

An announceme nt by the presiden t to the company of thtrcy was 
tha t volume two o f the Charle s Ha milton Companio n would p robably be 
ready for Chri st ma s . Mary Cadogan coo k the name s of probable 
attendan c e at her mee ting at 46 Overbur y Avenue , Beckenham. Kent, 
phone 6SO 1458 on Sunday . 16th l\bvem ber . 

UNCL E BENJAMIN 
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I\VAl!.ABL£ ht Det.em be r COlDEN rU N No. 3' Teddy T~11, Chock lts , INp cct ::.t ::,11:1"t , . 
Jimmy an d !·fa M.1g1-: P:nch, a ~d mote . Stn d 2Jp In sr.amps for poslage to 

A lAN & lAUR[I CIARJ( 
I LOWf-R CH t.:RCH ~T .• C:JODINGTON, (neu AYLE..\BURY). Bl.iCKS . 

. ..,, /\~TED Builst \ e IZ l., 16, 20. 22, 26, 41, 89. ISO, IS2, Surpn.sc , earl )' 1U1..et· f:!rn 
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RUCTIONS ON THE ROAD by Ernest Holman 

' 'It ha d bun, bLni rig dtemoon ; th e sun wu now n:tt ;ng over the Downs, but it wa, niU hc,t . Th~ western sky was a mus of go ld a nd c rim'°"; a g:aimt t t, io m.aucs ol dar~ gr een , rou : the wooded iandk..ape . .. 
A typic al scen e from any of lhe 'Road 1 se riu. 
Long befcr e Crnsby. Hope and Lam;,uradopttd dus du crlprion, CbarJa Hami lton had co mmeored wha t wu to be a conti nuOUJ series of the adventures of Tor.i, Jim :and Harry during man/ vac atlons :s-pe nt oa the road. 
··w ha tever we do, n's got to be in the Open a ir", a member of one of the Co's would 1ema•;.. • u.d off ,.,ey wou ld go , by bi ke, ca nYll n or un foot, along the dusty reeds , ,f E.ngb nd. 
They wen cosy sto ri.n, aU of them; ptth,1,ps btt aus e ~f thls currt nt ycar't blu j ng days .;nd prct urisque sunseu. ""nemones l,av e come floo ding !»ck of thes e; pan adven tu1e1 • tog ,uhe w ·U th.t "11.0US ructi<"ns ttl .11 were an inevitab le part of •ll t he sutcs . Comfo 11:1ble u.:iric,, · le11u,el )' sto 1 es, - tht plus;onf h.ehng of lying on one's back , n th t sun, pv;)p1n; : n.1::i the uc,u,·st Fa:"fflho>use fo, · egg:5, etc ; when slmp!e pl~1wes • and 1k1rmu hu - m,de up weeks of s-. h'l0:b0' 1 tioi: dafs, 

It ~·wldn't be Ham1ha a , of c::OtJrH, without plenty of repc.t1t1on • th e ~mt th ing s a iways h .. Df!~D~ 10 the, dtffe •e nt , .. , o{ holi day makers, but, Spt'Ud out over the y ears , lhcy were .ah, .. yi h N h and very readabl e . 

lJnautf-"'ris~d ptrmiHIOn to ump~ th.iil w21, prob.ab ly, the most fr tquecnt of evflDts that 1;511.1.ll} !ud t.:, ructlo,. An Idle r loungina on a fenc e would assure th t> cnve ll en t hat i t was all 
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r ight lO p itch c arnp - our lads were alwa ys l ak en In {usuall y • I a price!) - a nd before long, th e. 

Fanner who ,ea l1y owned t he lan d woul d srrive, with i ndiit natlon, a whip, farmh ands • nd a 

dog . These in eviubh happeni ngs eve n continu ed into the post war stories - Catd ew pull ed 

the st un t on Cr eyf rian ; Run1er did th e 1ame thing On St. Jim's . 

Wh ether you wer e w ith Rookwood, Cre yfri ars or St. Jim' s, you were alm<>st c e rt ai n to 

hear a sound of argumen t In t he dinance • " I know tha t voice", som ebo dy would re ma rk , and 

th ere, of cou ru , were Cok er , Pott er and Creene. Tom Meny an d Co. commandeered th e 

fift h-f orm ers• Cl 1'9v.&.n during a hiki ng t our, and 8-ny Wfw.rtOI). and Co. we re alway , bu m pln~ 

into t h e r rlo . J immy Stive r (i Co. were not im m une from th e Chump . eit her . 

A farmer 's Unle so n o r daughter would so metima fa ll into a s-tru. m : uns e en by a ny of 

th e ho liday ma ken: exc ep t on e , th ere wou ld be a sudden spec tacle of a me m be r o( rh e ptirty 

appa rent ly ta kin 11, leav e o f his se nia. This indivi dual wou ld tear away wit ho ut a word in one 

m ad rush ar,,d d ive full y cloth ed into th e wtter . Putty C n1c:e , one of t he Rookwoode rs on ,,.. rnp. 

performed this act - and \n th e p,ost war Hikel"!i, Bob Cheny fo llowed suit . 

Ca rava nnin g was, pe rha ps , t he ~tliest of suc h C$Capades. To m Me rry and Co. w ere 

soon o ff , aft er th e end of th e first Wo rl d war; Gussy hu tro uble a bou1 •, ee lnfit a man re~udln~ 

a hol"!ie': meet s a food houd:er le lt ove r from lhe war ; falls fo ra youn; la dy on 1he b nd; • ntJ 

11 b~ wil J er ed wh en. ende a vo urln~ ro obta111 vill:u ;e \u pplies, is ~ree t ed by locals a nd )'Okels 

ul-. ed about the avail a bil ity of ROOds. hy the c ryrt1c 1111,;le word • " Thu r11.la) •" . S~.impo le in 

1he miJ H of a G eneral Uec rion and me et 1m;:,1 with Fl~i.,lns t: Co. came" fe w more ruc1ions . 

Riv al ry wi th 1he N ew House uio c roppe tl up in 1he poSl war Cani va nni n~ Serie) . :u ,lid tlie 

i nd den1 of C1usy's ho rse . 

/\ r e.2.r b t er , Greyf rian fo ll owed St. Jim'• examr lc or a Ca n1va11 holida y· Har~ · \\ hurt.,n 

ac knowleJgiu th e b c 1 1hac t he id- of I Ca ra,-al\ holida y lake11 la st ye ar~ · ron, Mf'ny wa ) a 

goo d wheeze - .and here, a!t e:r mee!ing up wirh Ma uly antJ Ja c k Dni k e, th ey lak e t hei r wheels 

a cross 10 h3nc e. TI1h brln~s us to 1he famou s «-cri e in a French t ea room s. wheu l~mt er uk s 

fo r su~ar hut insists lhal th e a ppror ria •e wol'\i ' " d urhOn H~ i~ mOJ:t i nJ.ir.;.ri•n~ a t •he i.::n.Jr.lUCE' 

or forc,1gnen: wh en h..is request 11 gr.an1eJ . \... 111 n 1any suhs ~ ue nt Cr e)"lrt an hohda )· ,•arm . 1l1e 

~ull ot lli ghcli1t 1e are 1e ature J 

Rookwood c a n vanNn~ too k 1he fo rn1 ol .1 ~t ri es 0 1 yam s abo 111 ri val gips.,es In llu : ..:un e 

n f The fisik a l Four and Tom m) ' Dodd .and Co . ~me: ' •ui t u.nce' 11 pro ..ridcd from 11mf' 10 

time hy Clarenc e Cuff) '· 

\\'h eu the 'Happy \\he n I'm ! IB,int' er. dawned , lhen It wa s o lf a:.t.ain - 1hi1 ti 1neo n 

1r2ni p. Pob's !arnous 1rl ke presen ted a , ho rt bu1 amwin~ sen~. lnc luJ.in .~ ii rn ee tinit wi·I, 

Gu nner o 1 J:\ookwood, who was one of many to mak e off wit h rh is ~oa1111p1ion. rh e la 1er anJ 

lonv;er seriu re \lo lvinlol, aro und th e mystery oi l he Hol ida y 1\rm ual in1roduc cd a var• t"d ,;olle c lio n 

of pe rsoo1,Ur ies .and Nctions. Co ker , ol cour~ e - flonsonby f. Co. - ~mi1hy a haunt ed C'.a11 le · 

.i tit he war . a ll we re h1terwo ve n into .a ty pic al holi day series. St. lim 't, bec ame 1n1mps a.11J 

ma na ged 10 ' co mm a nd eer ' Co ker 's Ca ra van. Rook wood me1 up w hit •he «pe lled Morni n,;;rou 

and ha d a se1 of skirmi shes w ich rhe Dan dy' s reht h •es ~ fWt.:nlua ll y t hey wc rit lnst n.imenra l in 

, ecoverin; th e st olen bikn of Grundy r. Co. or ~ Jim's. 

On ly a brief look b:1ck a r a few 01 th «-ma ny incid e nts from th e many ' Road ' stories -

in ci d e nt, 1h~1 c ropped up in o•h er stor ie s, per h•rx only broadl y de sc r it"ied a1 ' Ro:ad' ,1o riu . 

The O ld Bus: a nd Wa ler Ul y se ries followed 1he usua l pattern , wl1h Ruoter and Coker 10 th e Jo re 

In both series · Fi~g iN a nd Co. ag a in p0pplo 3 up rn the 'it. Jim', rtories. A pos1 war sto ry of 

Greyfrian on an l:.aster V3ca ti on Introd uced a mys1eri ou s w l e1 who was e ve ntua.lly un m1,ske d hy 

a oot her holida y mak er - Mr. Qu elch . \\ ' hen e ver a reties was over - wllh the sun se tting over 

t he ho rhoP , ooe k new it wa s n<N lhe e nd. Before long One of th e Co's wou ld a~ain be off Into 

the op en air - with the usua l Ruct io N on the Road . 

f.di1ed by Erk Fayne, Excelsior House, I 13 Crookh.am Rd. , Crookh a m, Nr. Alden hot, H;in ts. 

U tho· dupl ka t ed by Yorit Dup lk ating Servka, J2a The Shamble, , York . 


